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RETRIV'D FROM 


FACTION 


IN A 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


SMITH and JOHNSON, 


Smith. E LL overtaken Mr. Johnſon ; 1 
W hope I may now claim the promiſe 

you made me, of giving your Opi- 

. nion about the Factions of the Old 
Roman Commonwealth, which at laſt ended in the 
Tyranny of the Cæſars; for now the Condition, up- 
on which yon gave me your promiſe, is fulfill'd, 
which was, That only you and I ſhould be walking 
our Horſes on the Downs together in a fair Morning : 
Tho? I cannot but wonder why you were fo fhy to- 
ther Day when I preſs'd you upon this Point, there 
being no Body with us, but two Honeſt Men for whom 
You and I both have a Kindneſs; Pray then why 
were you ſo reſerv'd, that you would not ſpeak your 
mind then upon this Subject? A2 Johnſ. 
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Johnſ. Becaufe I had a mind to keep *em my Friends 
ſtill. You know thet they are both in the high Party, 
and would have been uneaſie it I ſhould have ſpoken 


my mind freely, as you deſired, tho' it had bin only 
concerning the Factions of Old Rome; for they would 


have ſuſpcted me of an Iunuendo to the preſent 
Faction of Old England: Beſides, I think, that at 
this time of Day no Man ſhould diſoblige any Party 
which has got the common People on its fide. Iwill 


never endeavour to ſtem the Tide of the multitude, 


let the publick Weale ſhift for it ſelf. 

Smith, At this rate you are a meer Trimmer, a 
Pomponius Atticus, a ſweetner of both Sides. You 
ſay that you will give me your Thoughts about Faction, 
and to what end will that be, but that J may avoid 
joyning with any Faction; aud yet now you ſeem to 
be in a diſpoſition of joyning your felt to any Fact ion 
that is likely to prevail. | 

Johnſ Truly, Mr. Smith, you have gueſſed wrong 
concerning my Intention; for 'twas in my Mind to 
give you an account of the Old Roman Facl ions, not 
t hinder you from joyning your ſelf to any of our 
Modern Parties, but rather to direct you to what 


Party you ſhould join your ſelf, vi. To that which is 


mot likely to be uppermoſt, and ſo to continue. But 
above all Things, avoid the Thoughts of oppoling 
the motion of the Common People of England, be it 
what it will: For tho', two able and well-meaning 
Old Romans, Brutus and Caſſius, never ſhew'd their 


Weakneſs io much, as by endeavouring to reſtore Li- 


berty toa People who for ſome time had loſt the Senſe 
of it, eſpecially. ſince Brutus (as Plutarch writes in 
his Life) was adviſed by Statilius, a Roman Senator 
(to whom he had communicated his deſign againſt 
Ca/ar ) to deſiſt from any ſuch attempt; for, ſays 
Stat. Lus, Tis an unwiſe part for you to put your Liſs in 
danger for the ſake of ignorant Fools, and meer Aſſt. 
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And the event ſhew'd this his Advice to have been 
well-grounded, foraimuch as Brutus, and the other 


Senators, after that they d executed their deſigu in 


taking off Ceſar, found thzt it was too late to refore 


the People to their former I.iLerty ; for iullcad of 


ſummoning the People of Ame to rel fit Frome 
dom, they themſelves were driven out of ts Cn by 
the People whom they endeavoured to reſcue, and 
afterwards proſectted to Death by the Arms of OHa- 


vius and Anthony, each of whom deſigu'd to *yrans 


nize over the *omans, who had then render d them- 
ſelves uncapable of any other Government. | 
Smith. But what is this to the Cale of Faction, 
which was the matter upon which I deſired your pre- 
ſent Thoughts ? | 
Johnſ. Twas Julius Cæſar's Faction, Sir, which had 
rendered the Romans unfit at that time to preſerve 
their Liberty any longer, where: pon they abandoned 
themſelves and their Country to Slavery. And this 
obſervation I took from Paolo Paruta, a Noble Vene- 
tian, who in his Political Diſcourſes has Written thus, 
viz. © Ceſar ſeeing his Natural Endowments with 
& wonderful Sagacity had wrought himſelf into 
ce great favour with the People, by his Humanity, 
«© Magnificence, Liberality, by his Familiarity with 
„all Men; by his eaſie Pardoning of Offences, ma- 
% king of delightfal Shews frequently, as well as 
« ſumpteous Feaſts, and beſtowing bountiful Gifts; 
« by theſe means he had ſecured his Tyranny upon 
ee the ſound Foundation of univerſal Favour, as well 
<« as the favour of particular Friends, whom ke had 
& preferred and intereſted in his own Power aid 
& Greatneſs. So that he who will duly conſider theſe 


© things (ſays this Noble Venetian) muſt confeſs that 


in Bratus and Caſſius the Intention was more to be 
„ commended than the Act; tor their Danger could 
bring no true Safety to the Commonwealth, as they 

| 5 them- 
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% themſelves were ſoon aware of, by flying from that 
e City which they ought to have ſummon d to Liber- 
«ry. 1 
Smit h. 1 percieve that you make light of Brutus's 
Conſpiracy, which 1 thought to have been a Matter 
of great Importance, and well cancerted, tho? by ac- 
ident it Miſcarried ; Iam ſure that Byatus's part in 
that Matter has been much debated amongſt the moſt 
eminent Moraliſts, I ſhould be glad to know your o- 
, Pun ns, 
Johnſ. The Objection on Cæſar's ſide againſt Brutus, 
amounts to this; That whereas, Brutus had taken up 
Arms againſt Cæſar, and through the Fortune of War, 
had been taken Captive by Ce/ar's Soldiers, yet Ceſar. 
had given him his Life and Liberty; and moreover, 
to ſhew his extraordiuary Affection to him, he made 


i him his Heir by Will: With which generoſity -of 
1 Cæſars, the People of Rome were ſo much affected, 
1 that they preferred their Revenge of Prutw's Ingrati- 

9 tude, before their own Liberty, which they might 
5 have recovered, by joining with him. But on the 
Wo other ſide, tis ſaid in behalf of Brutus, That he could 

i not acknowledge Cæſar's pardon for a Favour, becauſe 
if he had never deſerved Ill at Cæſar's Hands; ſince that 


by taking up Arms in behalf of his Country againſt 
a Tyrant, he did his Duty, and delerved Well; and 


tuas tbe higheſt Impudeace ia Ceſar, to pretend to 
| | pardon the greateſt Merit, for ſuch it was, to defend 
if the Liberty of his Country, at the Hazard of his Life: 
0 Moreover, *twzs the higheſt affront that Cæſar could 
li put upon Brutus, to think that he was ſuch a Villain 
it as ever to forgive Ceſar's Ulurpation : Nor was there 
ft any generoſity in Cæſar's pardonipg any one whom he 
1 took Priſoners, for he only gave them their Lives to 
1 ſecure his own ; nor did, he name Brutus in his Will, 
Fi but with z defign to draw him away from the Duty 
it which he owed to his Country. | 1 es 
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- uUngratefal Brutus do they call ? 
Ungrateful Cæſar who would Rome enthral. 


Conley. 


Smith. Theſe are a ſort of ſuperfine Notions in- 
conſiſtent with the ſtream of Loyalty, which is current 
in our days * "Indeed if you will ſuppoſe Men to be 
born only for the common good of their Country, 
*twill be hard to juſtify Cæſars attempt of changing 
the eſtabliſhed Government of Home meerly for his 
own private Intereſt : But I beg your pardon for 
making you digreſs ſo long from the bulineſs you 
began upon, for I do not ſee any thing in all this 


Story of Brutus, Caſſius, and Cæſar, which explains 
the Nature of the Factions in old Rome, which was the 


point in .-:- | 
Johnſ. | think that IT was not far from the point in 
hand, when I intimated to yon, that a Faction ſome- 


times ariſeth ſo high in a Civil Government, that 


tis every Mans Prudence to keep Meaſures with it, as 


it appears from the fruitleſs attempt of Brutus upon 


C/ar, whom, tho' he took away by the Dagger, yet 
Rome being addicted to the lntereſt of Cæſar, became 
in a manner his Faction; only having ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be bribed by him out of the Senſe of their 
former Liberties, and for this Reaſon it was that 
Brutus and Caſſius were perſecuted to Death by the 
Citizens who were neceſſitated to perpetuate the 
chief Command in one Perſon, leſt, by remitting the 
Commonwealth into Liberty, their own Licentiouſ- 
neſs ſhoald be reſtrained. Hence it proceeded, that 
when Odtavius, the adopted Son of Julius Ceſar re- 


turn'd into Italy, he was joyfully received by the Ar- 


my, and as. much beloved by the People as Julius 
bimſelf had been, out of Hopes that they might have 
their Licentious Favours continued, which his Uncle 
Julius had formerly allowed them. Nor 


(8) 

Nor was this the Diſpoſition only of the Army and 
the Mob of Rome: But tho? the Fat lately commit- 
ted upon the Perſon of Ceſar, was approved by the 
Senate, yet there were ſeveral Perſons of eminent 
Figure in the Senate, who, being Cz/ar's Friends, 
diſapproved it, as Marcus Antonius, and Lepidus, who 
openly maintained, that Brutus and Caſſius ought to 
be purſued by the publick Arms, as Enemies to the 
Commonwealth, and that Cæſar's death onght to he 
Revenged; and from this Reſentment it was, that 


Brutus and Caſſius were forced to gather what Arms 


they could for their own Defence, and to have re- 
courſe to Forreign Princes, and with Forreign Sol- 
diers to fill their Armies which were rais'd to Defend 
the Commonwealth of Rome: Whereas the Romans 
themſelves were furious for Monarchy, nor had the 

Senate any Authority with them afterwardls. 
Smith. I was never fond of Republican Principles 
in my Life, and yet I cannot but wonder, that the 
Roman People who had been ſo very ſucceſsful under 
the direction of a Senate, ſhould on a ſudden fall in 
Love with Monarchy ; eſpecially when their own 
Hiſtory would inform them, that their Forefathers 
could not bear with a Monarchical Goverament ; 
but changed it for a Commonwealth, by driving out 
the Tarquin Family, and ſetting up Conſuls in the 
room of Kings: And allo after this, when Appius 
Claudius, and the other Decemviri attempted to Ty- 
rannize over the City, yet the People, at that time, 
ſoon reſtored themſelves to Liberty. Wherefore I 
cannot but wonder agaln and again, how the Genius 
of Rome came to be ſo much alter'd as it was then, 
when Brutus had diſpatch'd Cæſar; and that which 
ſtil] adds to my Amazement is, that the Roman People 
in Cæſar's Days, were much more numerous, than in 
the time of Appius and the Decemviri, The City 
being now in ſuch a ſtate of exaltation, 9 the 
9 awer 
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power of the People was never ſo well worth pre- 


ſerving as at that Time: Nor was the Liberty which 
they enjoy'd under the late Senate out of their remem- 


brance, whereas in the time of their firit Kings the 


name of Liberty was not ſo much as none, much leſe did 
they then feel the Beneſfic thereof; and yet under the 
Goverment of Kings the City had been io ſucceſsful, 
that it might ſeem hazardous to change the form of 
Government, for a new one of which they had no 
experience. Nay, if you will conſider the Govern- 
ment of the Decemviri, even that retain'd the ſhew 
of a Commonwealth: and ſince very many bare a 
part therein, the People might have expected to have 
ſubmitted thereunto upon better Conditions than they 


could hope for from Julius Cæſar, who had reduc'd 


the Scheme of all Affairs to himſelf, by taking upon him 
all the chief Offices of the State: So that the People 
muſt have bin ſtrangely blinded that they could not 
ſee the iminentDanger of aTyranny from kim : Which 
if they had in any wiſe apprehended, methinks they 


might eafily have found a Remedy in a City io full of 


Nobility and Great Men, many of whom muſt needs 
have been generouſly inclind, as one might have well 


hoped, ſo that Cæſars novel ſelf.erected Dominion 


could not be ſuppoſed to ſtand upon any ſolid founda- 
tion; and if he ſhould fall, what could have bin ex- 
pected but the riſe of the old Roman Liberty? So that 
lay ing all theſe things together, *tis ſtill a matter of 
aſBniſhmeat to me how the contrary effect came to 
paſs. = - 

Johnſ. Truly Mr. Smith, ſince all Things ere in a 


continual Motion, I ſhould as much wonder if Mens 


Inclinations ſhould for any long time ſtand at a ſtay : 
There is no ſuch thing as a Settlement in the World; 
wherefore it would have bin ſtrange if the Roman, or 
any other People, ſhould for many Agees continue to 
have bin what they were at firſt, a Sober and Virtuous 
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Frugal People. Mens various Circumſtances are al. 
ways working a change in their Tempers. Thus 
when Rome was in a low Condition, The Citizens 
were far from ambitious Thoughts, or any deſire of 
bearing ſay over their fellow Citizens, every one was 
well contented to diſcharge a Publick Duty when 


! | "twas lay'd upon him; and whilſt they had cap Oh | 
31 and modeſt apprehenſion of a Truſt, that they were 
33 to dilcharge it only for the ſake of the Publick Weal, 
i the Publick Offices were rather Honourable than Pro- 
i fitable : Nor was there any temptation to bandying, 
1 ſiding, party-taking, and bringing into Offices. 
lil | - Then Lucius Quintius was but barely contented to 
it Icave the overlight of. his Plough, and take upon him 
i} | the high Office of Dictator, which was anſwerable to 


the Office of Lord High Conſtable in En land. This 
Honeſt Roman was indeed highly commended for 
wil. taki;:; this great Truſt upon him in that Time of 
\ } publick Danger, as he well deſerv'd; but would have 


Wo bin thonght a Madman had he intrigued and canvaſs'd 
ik for it, But afterwards, when through the proſperous } 
1 Condition of the Commonwealth publick Truſts came 
F to be highly profitable, twas no wonder that many | 
wt courted them for private advantage: And hereby | 
i __ Faction and Party-taking were introduc'd, which by 
k Its gradual increaſe corrupted all Orders of Men, till 
j at laſt it reduc'd the Commonwealth to jſuch weak- 
70 neſs that it fell down, and had not ſtrength enough 
ij | to raiſe herſelf up again. „ 
h 1 Smith. Pray, Sir, how did this Corruption prevail 
" at firſt? and amongſt what ſort of People? 
i Jobaſe. It began amongſt the Soldiers to whom their 
16 Commanders gave too great a Liberty, and then in- 
i dulg'd them by degrees in ſuch an unbridled Licen- 
It tiouſneſs as had not been known in former Ages: And 
14 this they did with a proſpect that they might diſpoſe 
[13 them as they pleaſed to oppreſs their particular Ene- 
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mies. This Licentiouſueſs was moſt notoriouſly 


allow'd by ll and Marius to leſſen each other; and 


this exorbitant Power was afterwards ſo. conſtantly 
uſurp'd by eminent Citizens, and particularly by 
Commanders of Armies, that it ſeem'd an aſtaniſh- 
ment to Rome, that Pompy the Great, Wo for ſome 


time had out-ſhone all other Citizens in Glory, ſhould 


be contented, after that he had finiſhed ſucceſstully his 
War againſt Ait hri dates, to quit his Army, when 
every one fear d that he would have enter'd Rome at 
the Head of it, and aſſum'd the Chief Magiſtracies to 
himſelf, as Ceſar did ſoon after. This was what 
Pompy might eaſily have done, ſo great was the diſ- 
order of that Age, and ſo little was the authority of 
Laws or Senate regarded: And therefore Cæſar's at- 
tempt ſucceeded ſo well; becauſe at that time this 
Corruption, which at firſt enter d into the Soldiers, 
had then taken poſſeſſion of the Senators, and by 
them was ſpread wide among the common People, 
who had for ſome time been conſtantly bribed, and 
treated for their Votes to confer Offices of Dignity 
and Profit; and the Generals of Armies, who had 
inriched themſelves with the Spoils of War, were 


thereby enabled to guide the Votes of the People in 
Favour of their Partifan<, and every Party or Faction 


(call it which you pleaſe) was a Breach in the Health 
of the Roman Conſtitution: But then moſt notoriouſly 


appeared to be ſo when the Senate it ſelf gave into 


the Corruption, and many Senators became Depend- 
ants upon thoſe who commanded their Armies, and 
as inany more adhered in a reſolute Factious manner 


to particular eminent Citizens in publick Civil Offices, 


who headed Parties, and endeavoured after Novel- 
tes... 

Smith. But Sir, I do not underſtand, why this 
adheſion of particular Citizens ſhould be called a 
Faction, becauſe 'twas abſolutely nz=ceſſary as Affairs 

B 2 then 
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then ſtood, to counter ballance that Party who were 
endeavouring to impoſe a matter upon the publick; 
and 'twas upon this Honeſt Reaſon, that Cirera and 
ſome other Worthy, Patriots gave into Pompy's ſide, 
to over-ballance the Faction of Tulius Cæſar. s a0) 
Joh. Tis true Mr. Smith, that ſeveral noble Se- 
nators aſliſted Pompy, with a deſign, at fivlt, to ſup- 
pot the Commonwealth againſt thoſe who had been 
in moderately advanced by the favour of the People, 
to the injory of other Citizens of greater Merit: But 
in 2 little time, they who had taken up Arms in be. 
hali of the Commonwealth, became as burdenſom, 
and dangerous thereunto, by increaſing the Power of 
fome porticular perſon whom they too much favoured. 
I contets that the oppoſite Parties ſtill ballanced one 
another, but both lay heavy upon the publick, and 


oppreſſed its Liberty; for, hereby the Senate came 


to heve but little ſhare of the Government, ſo that all 
thiurs by this means went to Confuſion, becauſe not 
the Worthy and the Brave, but the Bold and Inſolent 
found the greateſt Truſt in the State; and when it 
came to be publickly taken notice of, that they who 


_ adhered to Sy/a's party had gotten moſt Rickes and 


Preferments, many others being allurcd by hopes of 
like Advantages, were drawn to favour the like 
Coufuſion; and to aſſiſt the Intereſt of ſome; one 
ſingle Perſon, that they might obtain the like advan». 
tage; and from this partiality it was, That they who 


favoured the Publick went without Reward; ſince. 


*twas not the Intereſt of any one Man to take them 
into particular Regard, and beſtow thoſe Bounties 
u pon them which Ambitious Men will give to their 
Parthians, for raiſing them to eminent Powers and 


Digntties. No wonder then that at this time Braus 


aud Caſſius did not find that general approbation 

which was given formerly to Janius Brutus and Virgi- 

nius, becaule one of them had reſcued Rome from 
| the 


(13) 
the Tyranny of the Tarquizs, and the other from the 
ag , nn 
Smith. But pray then Sir, by what means did Sylla 
provide ſo plentifully for his Faction, ſo as to lay ſo 
ſtrong a Temptation upon the Romans, to favour the 
Factions of their eminent Citizens? TR | 
FJohnſ. Only by being ſo lucky as to ſuppreſs Marius 

and his Faction, for immediately he gave away the 
Eſtates and Places of Marinss followers (whom, be- 
fore he had marked by proſcription) to his own 
Faction, and hereby he ſet an example to all following 
Leaders of Parties, 

Smith. Pray then what was this Proſcription ? 

Jobnſ. Only Sylla publiſhed in the City the Names 
of thoſe whom he deſtined to Deſtruction; the ſame 
did Marius to diſtreſs Sylla's party. 11 

Smith. Vou have ſatisſied me Mr. Johnſon as much 
as I can reaſonably demand, and yet methinks tis 
wonderful that ſo prodigious a change ſnould be made 
in a People ſo Governable, Honeſt, and Brave, and 


alſo ſo ſtrongly affected with the Love of their Coun- 
Itry, as were the old Romans, who had nothing ſo 
much at Heart as the Honour and Dignity of their 


Country, and yet at laſt ſuffer d themſelves to be ſo 


trampled upon, ithat {ſoon after their State was 
dwindled into a Monarchy, Nero, by Vote of the Se- 


nate, promoted his Horſe to the Conſular Dignity of 
Rome; an Inſult which was never paralelld in any Go- 
ver nment tho? ever ſo Tyrannical. 

Johnſ. Twas by their own default that they ſuffer d 


ſo vile an Indignity; were there no corruption among 


Mankind, they might live very well with one another 
under any Government, or under no Government at 
all; but where Corruption takes place in Mens Incli- 
nations, no Government can ſtand long. Romulus, 
rho founded the Commonwealth, was no deep learned 


folitician, nor were any of the Kings, his Succeſſors, 


any 


( 14 ) 


any otherwiſe than what be was; but yet as long as 
they carried on their Adminiſtration Honeſtly, and 
aimed at the publick Ihtereſt, they were well obeyed 
by the People, till Tærquin, at laſt, became Head- 
ſtrong, and would have his own Will prevail, over 
me Law; and then the People, being Virtuous, 
ſoon depoſed him; and Junius Brutus veſted 
the Regal Adminiſtration in two Officers ſtil'd 
Conſuls, becauſe they were to conſult the publick 
Weal, but ſtill under the Direction of a Senate; 
and could this Junius Brutus have foreſeen, that the 
Peoples perpetuating this Conſular Dignity. in the 
ſame hands for ſeveral Years together, would have 


- raiſed ſuch Factions, and introduced ſuck Corruprions 


as followed, he would, doubtleſs, have made it fun- 
damental to that highOffice, That every Conſul ſhould 
have been left out of place for ſome Years, before he 
ſhould have been capable of a Re- admittance; for 
tis evident, that the People, by continuing this Office 
in Marius, corrupted their Government, and made 
way for Ce/ar's Uſurpation. Es Yoni 

Smith And yet methink:, the longer a Man ſtays 7% 


in an Office, the better he will underſtand it, and be 


* 
. 


the better able to diſcharge it. i 
Johnſ. "Tis true, Mr. Smith, if we could be ſure of 
Integrity in an Officer, no matter how long he were 
continued in his place; bur tince great opportunities 
of private Advantage do ſo frequently corrupt Mens 
Minds, Rotation in Offices is very expedieat to pre- 
ſerve ſincerity ; to which | may add, That the nature 
of publick Offices, tho? ever ſo great, way ſoon be 
underſtood by Induſtrious and Senſible Men, and 
will be well executed by thoſe who intend only to 
ſerve the publick ; nor will a years time be always 
ſufficient to inform an Officer of all the indirect Ad- 
vantages he may make of his Place; at leaſt, it will 
not be ſufficieat to diſcover ſo much as ets | 
| | wi 
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will ſhew him : If one Man were ſuffered to be Lord 
Mayor of London for Seven Years togetber, I ſhould 
fear, left the Office ſhould be corrupted ever after; 
but when any Political Conſtitution, requires, that 
the Head thereof ſhall continue for Life, there it is 


_ abſolutely neceſſary, that the Subalterns ſhould be 


frequently changed. 

smith. Well, I agree with you Mr. e and 
have thought on another Reaſon for Rotation, be- 
cauſe frequent uſe of Changes, reconciles Men to em 
the better; for he, who for ſome Conſiderable time 
has bin poſſeſs'd of a Place, will take it very grie- 
voully to be turn d out of it, and make all poſſible in- 
tereſt to be reſtored again; and this puts me in mind 
of our Parties in Exgland, which, I am apt ſomtimes 
to think, carry ſome ſmall reſemblance to the days of 
Marins and Sia in old Rome. 

Johnſ. | wiſh there were no reſemblance between 


them: And that there were ſome expedient found 


out to allay all heats in the Nation; for no good 
can be foreſeen from them. I] remember that in 
King Charles the Second's Reign, Faction aroſe to ſo 
high a degree, that matters were carried almoſt to a 
Proſcription ; for the Laws were of little. uſe in 
Tryal of Cauſes, nor were Cauſes Tryed at all; but 
the Men who brought 'em were Try'd by Judges and 
Juries, and as their Parties were found, ſo their 
Cauſes Succeeded, 

Smith. But ſurely, Sir, you carry this matter too 
far; tor why muſt I be thought to be of a Faction, 
becauſe I Vote for a Man whom I take to be fitteſt to 
diſcharge an Office ? 

Jobnſ. J am far from thinking fo, if that be all the 
Reaſon of your Voting; for this is the only Reaſon 
that ought to prevail with all Men, and will moſt cer- 


tainly prevent Faction, which ever ariſes from private 


Views, particular Intereſts, and perhaps, e 
| ( but 
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(but very ſeldom) out of mere Fancy of liking, or 
diſliking, without any real Cauſe on either ſide; but 
however, in ſuch a Country as ours, there can be no 
Reaſon for ſtifly adhering to ſome one Man or Party 
of Men, for the Diſcharge of publick Truſts, where 
there is ſo great a Choice of able Men of all ſorts: 
And if the Free- holders of England ſhould charge 
their Members of arliament at every Election, this 
expedient alone would prevent much Faction in the | 
Land; and there would not be ſo much Caballing for | 


Places at Court, if they likewiſe laſted no longer than 


Seats in the Parliament Houſe. 

Smith. I do again acknowledge my Satisfaction in 
your Opinion of Rotation in Offices of Truſt; it will 
keep the Adminiſtration ſweeter, as a running Stream | 
is in compariſon of a ſtanding Lake: And hereup- | 
on I will give you an account of a certain Politick, 
which at this Day ſubſiſts in the Iſland of Van Dunk, 
deſiring alſo your Opinion of it, as I relate the mat- 
ter of Fact to you. | | FED 

Johnſ. With all my Heart, Mr. Smith. 

Smith, This Iſland lies about Thirty Leagues South. 
weſt from the Iſle of Ceyton (in the Indian Sea) where 
the Ducth have a Settlement, it bears its name from a 


Dutch Sailor who firſt diſcovered it to the Europeans; 


tis ſubjected by its Politick to a Monarchical Admi- 
niſt ration, in a right Line deſcending to the Heirs Fe. 
male, the Male Line being excluded there, as the Fe- 
male Line in France; ſo that its Government may 
not improperly be ſtiled a Queendom. There are 
many Places of great Dignity and Revenne belonging 
to the Adminiſtration ; for obtaining whereof all ne- 
ceſſary means are uſed, ſuch as flattery of the Queen 
and People; entertainments of the Mob; Bribery ; 
ard ſuch like Mollifications, which are frequently 
made uſe of with an Unſparing Hand : Hereby the 
whole Body of the People are formed into * 

the 


the Chiefs and Subalterus whereof are well known 


bur th only 
ſhall enjoy the 
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ingroſs the whole Truſt of” the Ifland to it ſelf; info. 
much that the Queen was compell'd to the Expedient 
of Alter nation, by chuſiag Her Officers out of one 
Party, and after Seven years Diſcharge of their Offi- 
ces ſhe diſplac'd them, and ſubſtituted thoſe of the 0+ 
ther Party in their Rom. No this is, as 1 ſuppoſe, 
what you, Mr. Johnſon, call'd Rotation; baut it has 
this inconvenience in it, that the Saddenneſs cf the 
Change makes a ſhake in the Nation, and may one 
time or other raiſe ſuch a fury, as may break ont iato 
a Civil War, and overturn the Monarchy, Pray then 
what is your opinion of this Caſe ? | 
Johnſ. Tis very hazardous for a Nation to be divi- 

ded into two Parties, eſpecially if they are near to an 
equality; in ſuch a Cafe, I look upon the Publick Go- 
verament to be in a manner Diſſolv'd, at leaſt it can- 
not exert it ſelf with any Vigour, and I cannot but 
pity Dorgambo, becauſe a Woman is not ſo fit to en- 
counter ſuch a Difficulty, but it requires a Maſculine 
Spirit to ſubdue ſuch a concurrence of Factions. 
However, Policy ſometimes goes beyond Strength, 
and I believe that there may be found out ways aad 
means either to unite theſe Factions, or, at leaſt, to 
calm and allay their Fury; but before I can enter into 
the detail of theſe means, I muſt be inform'd by you 


what are the pretences theſe Factions make for them- 
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ſelves; to exclude each other from the profitable 


late Behaviour towards onean other, hs 
Smith. Their pretenſions on both ſides are very ſpe- 
cious; and if they were real, there could no Danger 
ariſe from them; for the Mulmuts ſay, That they 
Love the Queen better than the Fumſums; and the 
Fumfums ſay, That they Love their Country better 
than the Mulmuts. FV 
Johnſ. If this be all, I can ſee no Reaſon why the 
Queen may not extend her Royal Favours equally to 
both Parties; for I ſuppoſe the Fumfums have no 
Quarrel to the Queen, nor the Mulmuts to their Coun, 
_ : | . | 
Smith. No, no; Each Party pretends equal Duty to 
the Queen, and Love to their Country, but yet while 
the Fumſums enjoy'd the Royal Favour, the Mulmuts 
were ſo highly diſcontented, that a Rebellion was 
fear'd to break out in the Ifland; and therefore her 
Majeſty's Chief Wizard of State, advis'd Dorgambo to 


4 


Truſts of their Country; and what has been their 


H. . 


turn out the Fumfums and pacify the Mulmuts with | 


their Places; and in due time, I make no doubt, but that 
the Fumfum will be as impatient to be reſtored again. 
Johnſ. If the matter be thus, Mr. Smith, were I in 
Dorgambo's caſe, I ſhould think that neither of the 
Parties either loved Me or their Country, but each of 
*em had only their own private Intereſt at Heart.. But 
what think you Mr. Smith, Be there no Honeſt Men in 
the Iſland 2 


Smith. Yes, I believe that there may be ſome ſuch; 


but the difficulty will be how to find 'em out. 


Johnſ. But 'tis neceſſary to ſeek for em; for ſome 


expedient muſt be found out to put an end to thele | 
Factions, or a Civil War will certainly enſue, which | 


will have its criſis in a Tyranny, or elſe in a Common- 
wealth, as bad as a Tyranny. For the Fortune of 
War would ſo much exalt the Vidorious Fe, 
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ole hat it would render the Conquered Party Objects of 
theirſÞ 1. ſevereſt Hatred and Oppreſſion; nay, the Fumfums 


hemſelves, who pretend ſo much to the Love of 


ſpe-Theit Country, and to Principles of Liberty, will, 
NgEC pon this accaſion, find themſelves oblig'd by Inte- 
they feſt (which in all Parties is ſtronger than Principle) 
. the o keep the Mulmuts in due Subjection, and to exer- 
er ifs wholſom Severities upon an implacable Party, 


as they will be call'd, if they ſhould happen to be 
donquered. Wherefore I conclude, That tis abſo- 
utely neceſſary to quell or quiet theſe two dangerous 
VX, , | 

Smith. 1 agree with you; but how ſhall it be done? 
o me it feems impoſſible. _ : 

Johnſ. Twill be difficult; but in ſuch a dangerohs 
iſe as I take this to be, it is better to do ſomething 


Int a venture, and try a Chance, than to do nothing at 


all; and I am of Opinion, that if Dorgambo had con- 
tinued her former expedient of equally promoting 
both Parties, Time and the Loaves might have re- 
onciled them; but to take the Factions into Royal 
Favour by turn, is the way to perpetuate them for 
ever. Beſides, this Alternation will bring a ſuſpicion 
upon Dorgambo her ſelf, That as the two Factions 
have nothing elſe at Heart, but each his own private 
Iatereſt, ſo the Queen may have the ſame ſort of 
private view to keep her Pecple in a Mercenary Sla- 
iſh dependance upon her ſelf ; for 'tis as much as to 


Way to each Party, See that you make it your buſineſs 


to make your ſelves acceptable to me, and to promote 
my Will and Pleaſure, whilſt you are in Places of 
Truſt and Profit, elſe I ſhall turn you Fumfums out of 


your Poſts, and give 'em to the Mulmuts, who will 


know how to behave themſelves better than you have 
done. This proceeding will debaſe the Spirit of the 
People, and make em Slaves to Arbitrary Will an 
Pleaſure; and *twill be no Honour to Dorgambo ” 
5 21 E 


(20) 


be a Queen of Slaves by Parties; and if theſe Slaves 
J 
| 


{| ſhovid Mutiny, tho? it be only againſt each other, the 
41238 Queen would loſe. the Government over both Par- 
1 8 

q Emith, Not at all unlikely, and therefore, pray 


| | then Mr. Joh, what expcdicut would you advice in 
1 this deſperate Caſe? 

10 Johnſ. Truly, were I Dorgam bo's Counſelior, | would 
adviſe her to take a handle from theſe FaCtiens to re. 
* ſtore Virtue, and raiſe a Spirit of Honour in the Iſland, 
which alone can recover a ſinking Government; for 
if Honcur can be retricv'd, Dergambo's Government 

will be as ſteady as the Center of the Earth, 
| Smith, Well, Do this, and Iil ſey you are a Poli. 
ill titian. 
th Fobrf. Nay, I will not promiſe that my Expedient 
"ny ſhall ficcecd.; but I think it may be try'd with ſafety, 
and may puſhbly have its effect. 
Smith. Well, what is it? 

| Johnſ. Since both Parties are ſo very deſirous of 
f | | Ca⸗eurt- Prefer ments, let Court honours be the rewards 
| of their Service, and let all the Salaries be reduc'd to 
| a ſufficient Mediocrity. _ 
| Smith. Very right Mr. Johnſon, for great Salaries 
| 
| 


— 


—— — = 
— Ä— ww — 
— — — % 
— — 


are Cnly grcat Baits, fcr Covetous cr Luxurious 
Men, neither of whom are the fitteſt to manage pub- 
lick Affairs; and it may well be ſeppoſed, that they 
who will accept of publick Truſts, and diſcharge 
| | them for ſmall Penſions, have really a Loc tor their 
Queen and Country too. 

Jeh ſ. Theſe two Things I would carry on hand in 
* hand, they can never be ſeparated. 
| | Smith. | perceive your Def gn, and would endea- 
vour to carry on your P. oje yet further; for ! 


| v.ould ad: iſe that there ſhouid be. no Salaries at all 
74 anacxed to Offices of the higheſt Dignity at Court; 
1 Dienial Servants muſt be ſubliſted, who have nothing 
1 3 
i 1 
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„ 
to live upon but their Wages. Now if there be any 
Senſe of Honour left in the Iſland, this Teſt will diſ- 
cover it; and the beſt of Men will lay hold on this 


opportunity to offer their Service to their Queen and 
Country without Reward. h 


John ſ. I confeſs that you have improv'd my thought, 
and if the Genius of the Iſlanders be agreable, tis 
the beſt thing that can be done; but care muſt be 
taken, that we do not ſtrain the ſtring too high at 
firſt, leſt it break. I. pray then therefore, before I 
ſettle this point with you, let me know what is the 
Genius and Diſpoſition of the People of Van Dunk's 
Iſland. | | | 

Smith. By what I have underſtood of *em, they are 
an Honeſt-meaning, Half-witted People; but yet ca- 
pable of any buſineſs they think fit to apply theme 
ſelves to; and ſome few among them, have as deepa . 
penetration as any of our Europeans; but their Mis- 
fortune is, that all of em are ſo far given up to Luxury, 
that no Man can be had in any eſteem among them, 
tho he be ever ſo able and honeſt, unleſs he does con- 
torm to the faſhionable Luxury of the Country, live 
Splendidly, and give Bountiful Entertainments to his 
Neighbours to gain their ReſpeR. 

Jobnſ. If this be the Temper of the People, 'tis 
worſe for the Queen and Country than I thought it 
might have been; for no Politick, let it be ever ſo 


well formed, but muſt ſink under the Oppreſſion of 


ſuch a Diſtemper : But why muſt the common People 
be courted ſo much by the Men of Eſtates? What 
can they do to requite the Gentlemen for their 
great Treats? „ 

Smith. O! Sir, I muſt tell you that the Iſland is 
divided into Ninety nine Diſtrits, and when the 
Queen has any buſineſs of very great importance, ſhe 
calls out of thefe Diſtricts ſo many Counſellors to aſſiſt 
her with Money and Advice, and by this means theſe 

. publick 
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publick Counſellors gain opportunities to introduce 
themſelves into the Royal Favour, and to get Places 
e . 2-41-44. 403 
Johnſ. Worſe and worſe Mr. Smith; for at this rate 
the Country is but a Tool to ſerve a Court intereſt, 
and the common People ſell themſelves for Treats and 


„ need leſs Entertainments; and it may from hence be 
1 expected, that ſome Rich deſigning Fellow, may 
tn take a time to treat them munificently, and make 
* his Advantage of them afterwards, as Julius Cæſar 
! J 5 ſerv'd the Ao] when they gave themſelves up to 
"iff Luxury and Riot, he treated them, and entertained 

lll. them with fine ſhews, and then put them all up into 
ll his Pocket at once. n 
4 Smith, How could he do that Trick, Ipray you? 


Jobnſ. He got himſelf to be owned as perpetual. 
Dictator, whereby he became the Head of the whole 
Adminiſtration, and after that he had no occaſion to 
treat the Citizens any more; but made himſelf obeped 
without ſtooping ſo low as he had formerly don. 
Smith. Bow could he procure the Senate of Rome 
* 17125 to his aſſumimg this great Power to him 
elf: 8 1 oo 117 
Johnſ. He had prevail'd, upon the Citizens ſome- 
time before, to continne his Conſulſhip for four Years. 
together; and when they had given him ſo long a 
Command over the Army, twas too late for the 
Senate to deny him any thing, unleſs they would ven- 
ture to be proſcribed, and have their Throats Cut by 
his Soldiers: Marius and Sylla having ſet a late ex- 
ample ot that ſort, which, at this time, was freſh 
in Memory. a bu ß 
Smith. Well Sir, you were ſaying, that if Men will 
ſell themſelves for Victuals and Drink, they will be 
reduced to a low Condition of Fortune; for they 
who buy them will ſell them, and the Trade will fill 
go on as it does in Van Dunb's Iſland, where they 8 
28575 buy 
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buy the. Peoples Votes, to make themſel ves. chief 
Counſellors to Dorgambo, will ſell their own Votes 
for Places and Penſions : Whereupon with relation to 
+ | Dorgambo's Monarchy over this Iſland, a certain 
Dutch Man compoſed this Political Catechiſe. 
Q What is Monarchy? A. The Art of Suppref- 
I ſing the Rights of a free People. — 
How does it differ from Tyranny? A. By the 
diflerent means made uſe of to the ſame end. 
Q. As how? A. Tyranny makes uſe of Force : 
Monarchy of Fraud chiefly, fps 
Q: What are the chief Inſtruments of Monarchy ? 
A. Superſtition and Bribery. 
Q.: How. does Superſtition operate? A. By oppreſ- 
1h ſing the Spirits of Men thro Fear. | | 
Q.: How does Bribery operate ? A. By gratifying 


Is = 
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1 Pride and Luxury, with Place and Penſion. 

; This Dutch Man you will ſay was a Man of Antimo- 
1 varchical Principles: But your deſign is not to con- 
10 found, but to preſerve this Monarchy, by taking 
away Salaries and Penſions: And thus much | can 


apprehend of the matter, tho'I am no Politician, yet 
I underſtand good Eating and Drinking, and ] know 
that it will take ſome time to ſpend great Salaries in 
curious Entertainments 4. and therefore it cannot be 
expected that theſe great Officers ſhould ſpend all 
their time upon the publick Service. 1 
Johnſ. You obſerve well, and methinks the Labour 
of a Stateſman does not require ſo much Eating and 
„Drinking, as the Work of a Day Labourer: Beſides, 
4 much Eating and Drinking clouds the Thoughts: 
Mens Brains and their Shirts ſhrink in the wetting, tis 
U Temperance which fits Men for Buſineſs; ſo that the 
de expedient I would recommend to Dorgambo would 
ey quaſh the Factions, and quicken the Wits of the Na- 


smith. 
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I 
Smith. Nay, Sir, I think your Project goes yet 

two ſteps further; hereby you would ſave the Money, 
and raiſe the Honour of the Nation. Beſides, you will 
do the Queen and Country Service, in putting their 
greateſt Truſt, into the hands of the beſt Men: The 
Queen would be very glad to find out ſuch Servants up- 
on whom ſhe might intirely depend; for I hear, that ſhe 
does begin to ſuſpect, that the boaſted Loyalty of the 
Mulmuts is too much owing to their Places and Pen- 
ſions; and that the great Love which the Fumfum: 
pretend to their Country, is not without the Pro- 
ae Place at Ct.. 7002005 

Johnſ. In ſhort Mr. Smith, if the Queen could pre- 
vail with her Council of Ninety nine Men to reduce 
all Salaries belonging to publick Truſts into moderate 
bounds, the Factions would ſoon be weary of contend- 
ing for em, the bone of Contention wo id be taken 
away. p * NE I 1 
le But why may not the Queen do tbis of her 
on accord, but muſt trouble her great Council about 
it? 8 | „ 5 F ; I. 
Juohuſ. Becauſe tis the beſt of Her policy to à void 
diſobliging either Party; for you may be ſure that that 

Party which is in poſſeſſion of the Places of Profit when 

the Salaries ſhall be reduced, will grumble, and perhaps 
blame the Queen for her ill timeing of the thing, 
ſhe might have ſtaid till the Truſts had been out of 
their hands; either Party would make this excuſe to 
ſnew their Reſentments: Wherefore ſhe ſhould be 
neutral to a nicety; for her Partiality might raiſe 
Contention between the Factions, which might ſoon 
be blown up into a Flame, and then *tis great odds, 
but that ſhe may loſe her Dominion over the iſland. 
Smith. Why ſhould you think fo Mr. Johnſon? 

Jobnſ. Becauſe whatever Faction ſhe Favours will 
be ſurely overcome, if a War ſhould break out, for 


the Favourite Faction will be intollerably — | 
be „ I0- 
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Provoking in their Behaviour, and whatever Crea: 
ture is highly provoked, will raiſe within it ſelf double 
the Strength which otherwiſe it could put forth, and 
ſince the Factions are near at a Par, which ever of 
The || them gives the Affront will pay ſeverely for it 
gun Smith. It makes me ſmile to ſee how much you Rea- 
t ſhe ſon like Mr. Hebes, who in his Dialogue upon the 
the Civil Wars of England, asks this Queſtion, Why did 
Pen- the Roundbe ads beat the Cavaliers? And anſwers, Becauſe 
they fought with more ſpite than the Cavaliers, And | be- 
lieve that he gave the right Anſwer to the Queſtion ; , 
for I have heard that the Cavaliers were very Inſolent 
and Provoking, and that the Roundheads were a 
peeviſh, ſelf-will'd People, and bitter in their Re- 
treatments. M EE ID 6 

Foknſ. 1 agree with Mr. Hobes's Reaſon, if Round- 
heads fought with more Spite, which was raiſed by the 
inſolent Behaviour of the Cavaliers, who had long 
treated them with the loweſt degree of Contempt; 
this Treatment call'd up all their Fury, which was 
ſufficiently felt by their Enemies; and the King, who 
— the unfortunate Party, fell, together with 
them. | 
Smith. Well then, Mr. Johnſon, I agree with you, 
that the Queen ſhall deſire her great Council, to take 
this Work off her Hands. But how far ſhall the 
f publick Salaries be reduced? yg 15d 
to Fobnſ. So far as may be ſuitable to the Traſts 
be whereunto they belong; as for Inſtance, if an Officer's 
ziſe whole time be required for the diſcharge of his Duty, 
z0n he ſhould be allowed ſuch a Salary as may ſupport 
ds, him in a Frugal way for his whole Livelyhood ; if the 
ad. # Office does but take up half his time, then half main- 
. tenance is ſuffiictent ; and ſo in proportion. 
vill Smith. Alas! Sir, you might have ſpared your 
for felt the labour of this proje&z for all the Officers 
ind} belonging to Dorgambo's Court, cannot ſtir e. 
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Home. wu: Coach and Horſes; and muſt keep 
plentiful Tables for their Friends and Acquaintance, 
or elſe they will make no Figure in Court or Country; 
this Reformation which you have projected is im- 
praQicable, at firſt View. / 
Jobnſ. If it be ſo, then the good Government of 
Van Dunk's Iſland will not be practicable very long; 
I have ſhew'd you already, That Rome its ſelf, the | 
greateſt and ſtrongeſt of all Dominions, loſt its Li- 
berty, when it loſt its Virtue ; and more eſpecially | 
when the People loſt their Frugality : Then it was 
that the Common People, at the charge of the Nobles, | 
Eat and Drank themſelves out of their Wits and | 
Liberties, and ſo did the Senate themſelves, --and ſo | 
will the People of Van Dunb's Iſland, if they may be 
ſuffered to be Feaſted and Bribed out of that Free, 
Legal Adminiſtration which is happily ſet over them: 
Wherefore, of all Virtues, the publick Government 
ought to encourage Frugality, which is the Founda- 
tion of Health to the Body Politick, as well as Natu- | 
ral. But why do you think this expedient ſo very 
impracticable? 
Smit h. Becauſe tis à Contradiction to the Genius 
of the Body of the People, an Officer thus reform'd 
would become a Laughing ſtock, no Man living in the 
Iſland would accept ap Office upon theſe Terms. 
Jobnſ. But l think that a Man needs not fear being 
made a Laughing ſtock, ho has power in his hands, 
and knows how to uſe it diſcreetly ; for Power it ſelf}i 
draws a reſpet from, Mankind, unleſs it be uſed} 
Fooliſhly, and then it draws Contempt: Nor will a 
Virtuous Man, tho' Poor, be laught at but by Fools, 
. whoſe Laughter only renders themſelves contemptible. 


But why will no body accept of Places, whena Place 


will yield a compitent maintenance for a Man to live 
frugally upon, and will help to breed up his Family? 


1 I grant, that Luxurious and extravagant Men will 


not | 


4 


not ſerve Offices upon theſe Terms, and this will be 
an advantage to the Publick, whoſe Truſts ought not 


to be executed by ſuch Men; but Frugal and Induſtri- 


ous Men will accept of a competent Livelyhood, at- 


tended with Power and Dignity, and ſuch a one will 
diſcharge his Truſt with Honeſty and Diligence, ſince 
his ſmaſl Salary will excuſe him from ſpending either 
his Money or his Time upon men Eutertain- 
ments. ö 241 18 


Smit h. What you Gan; Sir, has a ſhew of Renin 


if Men would be govern'd by Reaſon; but Cuſtom, 
which is the great Tyrant that Rules the World, has 
fo prevailed over theſe Iſlanders, that they will not, 


nay, now they cannot pay any ReſpeR to a Magiſtrate 
who does not live in ſuch Splendour as nen ſets off 


the Character of ſuch an Officer. N 
Johnſ. At this rate Mr. Smith, 1 perceive that no 
Qualification at all is regarded in the Iſland, but meer 


Wealth and Extravagancy joyn'd together. But 


methinks that a Rich Frugal Man may deſerve reſpect 


among them, becauſe that at one time or other the 


Wealth he has ſav'd, may be a ſupport to his Country 
when it ſhall be in danger of a Foreign Enemy: but 
if it be made neceſſary by Cuſtom, for a Man to ſpend 


all that he has in an exravagant manner, pray then 
who ſhall gain it? I fear 'twill be ſent out of the 


Iſland, to purchaſe ſome nice foreign entertainments, 


which brings ſo much loſs, and, at laſt, impoveriſh- 
ment to the Iſland. Such an extravagant Humour as 


this bids Defiance to all kinds of Virtue, and if a 
Man cannot be reſpected for his Wiſdom and Integrity 


to the publick Weal, nor for his prudent manage- 


ment of his own- private Fortune, but on the contra- 


Ty, where only the Squanderer is well eſteemed by all 


Men, even by thoſe, who only have heard of, but 
never partook of his extravagant profuſion; ſuch an 


ane is 18 to de lunk into the Sea, having forfeited 
Fr: 15 7 6 IA | the. 
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the Concern of every good Citizen, if there be any 
ſuch among them, by Idolizing Vice, and Stigmatiz- 
ing Virtue. Idare affirm, That ſuch a Nation has 
abſolved every good Man from all Duty to his Native 
Country; the beſt Men having only this Obligation 
upon them, to make the beſt Terms they can with the 
Tyrant into whoſe hands they muſt fall. 

Smith. Hold there Mr. Johrſon, I cannot believe 
that you would forſake your Father becauſe he was 
fallen into a Phrenſy : Much leſs your Country. © 

FJohnſ. True, Mr, Smith, 1 ſhould not, becauſe l 
ſhould hope for my Father's Recovery; "and if my 
Country was caſt into a phrenſy thro' the raving 4 
an extravagant Orator, in the publick Theatre, a 
thing which never happened in Athens or Sparta, yet 
1 ſhould hope for a recovery in ſome few years at 
leaſt; but when a Nation is wholiy abandon'd to ex- 
travagancy and Faction, as you have deſcribed this | 
Iſland, there js no hope left of recovery, before it be 
brovghe to the utmoſt Miſer y. 

Smith. Truly, Sir, this INand has been brought to 
very great Miſeries already. they had a long, and bloody 
Civil War amongſt themſelves; and after they had 
recover'd out of it, they ſuffer'd ſeverely, by Plague, 
Fire, and Famine; but all this did them no good, and 
1 wonder what 'tis they want to bring them to the 
ut meſt Aiſery: From whence you are willing to ſupei 
poſe, that they may recoyer to a Senſe of Honour and 
Virtue? | 

Fob; 77 Oaly another Civil War, which will Oy 
in their overthrow, by a Foreign Enemy; for *tis 
poſſible, that by this means their Factions may lay 
alide their ſtrugglings for Places and Penſions, and 
their Enemy may alſo teach them Frugality, which 
Virtve alone mult lay the Foundation of all e 
cal and Folitical proſperity Wes: 

Smith. I know not what Skill you may have in Pro- 

Þ 


=> 


phecy, but I have laid before you, the miſerable 
Condition of this People 5 and that which adds to 
their deſperate Circumſtances is, that the two Factions 
hate one another irreconctlably. , 

Jchnſ. Pray what is the outward preſence of their 
Quarrel? The real cauſe, you ſaid, was for Places 
and Preferment? 1 75 

Smith. The pretences are Religion and Loyalty; 
for the Mulmuts ſay, that the Fumfums are not half 
ſo Religious as they are, nor yet ſo well affected to 
the Monarchy and Dorgambo as they are. N 


% 


Johnſ. I have heard that nothing will ſharpen the 


Mulmuts lead better Lives than the Fumſums? Are 
they a Juſter, Honeſter People? Do they pay their 
Debts better? Do they exerciſe more Civility, 
Courteſy, and Charity, than the others? Do they 
live more Frugally? And are they willing to ſerve 
their Country for leſs Salaries? If fo, tis pity 
but that they ſhould have all the publick Truſts 
to themſelves, having Ability and Integrity ſuffi- 
cient to diſcharge them. And this is the way that 
would adviſe Dorgambo to take, in order to raiſe a 
Spirit of Virtue among her People, viz. to leſſen the 
Penſions and Salaries belonging to publick Truſts, 
and ſo make experiment who will ſerve his Country 
out of a principle of Honour : Hereby ſhe will ſee 
who are the beſt Friends to their Queen and Country, 
and by this means a great deal of Riot and Exceſs 
end will be prevented, and Sobriety and Frugality will be 
tis | encouraged : The Nation will not be Mad nor Drunk, 
lay when they are ſending up their Ninety nine Men, to 
and adviſe the Queen in any Difficulties, and to provide 
ich for the publick Weal. „ | 

mi- Smit h. Sir, I concur Heartily with you in this ex- 
pedient; and look upon Frugality as abſolutely ne- 


Wo 


edge of a Sword better than Religion; But do the 


ro- ceſſary to the Happineſs of any Nation: It anſwers 


_ — — — — — — —— 
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two ends at once; for it keeps Men in their Wits 
and keeps them Honeſt tao. Whereas :Exrravagantf 
Expence renders Men practical to deſigning Pol:ti. 
cians, even fo far, as betray. their Country, al 
Rome was betray'd to Julius Cæſar. 
Johnſ. And belides, another Advantage will ariſ 
to the Publick; for what is cut off from the extra: 
vagant Salaries, will be ſaved to the publick Revenue: 
So that if to make a People Virtuous, Wile, and Rich 
be of any advantage to a Nation, this expedient bei 
ing Wiſely digeſted, will go a great way, Nay, I anf 
perſwaded, that if by degrees, or at à ſeaſonablg 
juncture, all Salaries belonging to Honourable Truſt 
were Quite taken away, ſuch Men might be found out 
who would diſcharge thoſe. Truſts with greater Dili 
gence and Integrity than at preſent; for all Men arg 
naturally feaſible to Praiſe: The appetite of. Glory ii 
Natural and Honourable, ;Nay,".I may ſay, that the 
Natural Inclination of all Men leads them to Good raf 
ther than to Evil. Vice muſt become Faſhionable, be 
fore many Men will give into it; there is ſcarce 4 
Man living,” but who would endeavour. to maintain 
his Credit among his Friends and Acquaintance; and 
- would alfo be deſirous to be well-eſteem'd of by hi 
Country, if he were capable to attain ſuch an Honour] 
- Virtue is catching as well as Vice; now ſuppoſe therq 
were at preſent but one. Man of Honour in all Ya 
Dunk's Illand, who. would. diſcharge. a publick Truf 
without a Salary; I cannot but think that the Queen 
or Supreme Council of , Ninety, Nine, or - pethap 
both together, will decree ſome. Honourable Inſerip 
tion at leaſt, if not a Statue, to be erected in ſome 
- Publick Place to preſerve his Memory: And. this pro- 
ceeding would encourage others, and raiſe a Spirit ol 
publick Virtue in the Land, which, is never to be 
| hoped for from Salaries,:which too often are dearly 
[) | Bought, and .extraragagtlygpent.c, yt this method} 
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V ; 
Sz iſcly purſued, would make the Affairs of the Iſtand 
tu turn upon a point of Honour as they ought to do. 
Smith. And *twould be a happy turn for a ſinking 
Nation; but I doubt that this Scheme is like ſome 
Demonſtration 1 have heard of to prove a perpetual 
raYMotion; againſt which there is no Objection, but that 
F tis impractible. | . 
Fohnſ. Why fo Mr. Smith ? When tis evident that 
the Men of the Iſland,” however extravagant they 
be, yet have ſome reliſh' of Honour left among 
them; Why elfe do they covet Court-places, and 
ſometimes pay dear for them? Why do they ſpend 
oo much in treating their Countrymen, to recom» 
UINESmend them even to expenſive Places where no Silaries 
Ware allowed ? 1 make no doubt but that fome Honeſt 
Man may be found out in all Countries, if they were 
tn carefulfy ſought after; there is indeed this difference 
between Knaves and Honeſt Men, Knaves will find out 
their way to the Court of themſelves, but Honeſt Men 
expect to be look d for. Tis not agreeable to a Man 
of Honour, to impoſe himſelf upon Court or Country 
either; but if Dorgambo would take a fitting oppor- 
tunity to declare her Satisfaction, if an Honeſt a 


Wſuch' a ſmall competent Salary, ſhe will ſoon hear of a 
fir Perſon for the Employment; and then tis fit that 
ſhe ſhouſd ſend an Honourable Meſſage to deſire his 
Reel acceptance of it, and that ſhe ſhould alſo give him 
hape Honourable Countenance in the ee of it.; 
Jand who can doubt but that this honourab 
tho? no Titulado, will be able to recommend one, at 
leaſt, if not more, ſuch as himſelf is; ſo that her 
the I of Honour may increaſe, till it find Uni: 
verfal acceptance in Court and Country. 
Smith. This is not altogether ſo impracticable as at 


one Honeſt Man may be acquainted with another, ad 
ads | FR 


Niſe'Man'wonld accept of ſach a publick Truft with 


.Perſon, 


firſt, I took it to be, Birds of a Feather will flock together, 


— 
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he again with a third; but ſtill tis unreaſonable to 
expect that Men of Honour ſhould leave their profita- 
ble Callings to attend a publick Truſt for little or 
nothing. 0 

Fobnſ. Very right Sir; but yet it may ſvit with the 
Circumſtances of ſome Men to accept of Places upon 
the conditions I have mention'd, either with ſmall 
competent Salaries, or without them: There may be 

ſiome ia the iſland of plentiful Eſtates, who do Audit 
all their own Accounts, and underſtand Arithmetick ; 
and one of theſe Men may be able and willing to take 
upon himſelf the Charge of Dorgambo's Exchequer, and 
adminiſter it faithfully, if honourably calPd thereun. 
to: Nay, over and above, this Honourable Perſon 
will teach Dorgambo Herſelf ſo much A rithmetick 
( which ſhe ought to learn) as will enable her to look 
into her own Affairs, and to know when the publick 
Revenue is rightly adminiſtred; for hereby this pub- 
lick Officer will acquit himſelf to his Sovereig; 
Queen with Nice Honour ;: nor will he be wantingl 
to lay his Accounts before the Council of Ninety Nine 
that they alſo may be ſenſible of his Ability and late 
grity. ee Al ves Woes ol 

smith. But pray then ſtop here a little Mr. Johnſan 
Suppoſe 1 bad; this honourable Truſt committed td mi 
in ever ſo honourable a manner, I on that 1 ſhoul 
be highly pleaſed with it, and ſhould never be ſatisfy" 
ZilNboth Queen and States of the Iſland had fully un 
derſtood my Accounts, and were fully ſatisfied hoi 
Honourably I had diſcharg'd my Office; but ther 
ſuppole that Dorgambo had Commanded me to han 
applied ſome part of the publick Revenue to anothe 
Uſe than what it was originally apply'd unto, Hoi 
ſhould I, in ſuch a Caſe, clear my Account to th 
States of the Iſland? os on 
Juohnſ. Nay, Sir, if the Root of the Governmet 
be Corrupted, there is no Reformation to be hope 
ERS | | ol 


4 
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for; all you can do in ſuch a Caſe, is to lay down 
your Office rather than miſapply (unleſs in caſc of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, ſuch as you are ſure the States will 
juſtify ) any part of the publick Revenue; which 
may the eaſier be done, becauſe it is of ſo little or 
no value, that it cannot tempt you to loſe your Cre- 
dit for it: And then 'twill be your Duty both in 
Wiſdom and Honour, to ſatisfy the States, if they re- 
quire it, of the Reaſon why you laid down your 
Office. Perhaps they may admonith Dorgambo, and 
intreat you to reſume the Office; and if the ſame 
thing ſhould happen again, they may take the Trea- 
ſury intotheir own Hands, and I dare undertake, that 
they will (if you ſhould Dye) find a Man fit to be 
truſted, if there be one in the whole Iſland ; and if 
I was one of the Ninety Nine, I would move for a 
Statue and honourable Inſcription, to be ſer up for 
you in the Treaſury Chamber. - 

Smith. Truly, Sir, this Honour which you would 
do me, might be of no great charge to the Publick, 
tho I ſhould he as proud as Monſieur Villars is at pre- 


| ate. ſeat of the Cannon, which the French King his Maſter 


dau throughout all his Dominions. 


Monarch ever beſtowed upon a Subject. 


has lately given him to plant upon his Caſtle this 
being the firſt Honour of that ſort which that grand 
Tis uſually 
ſaid, That a Man may learn from his Enemy; and [ 
ſuſpe& that you have learnt the Expedient you have 
been ſpeaking upon, from the ſame French King, who 
has of late laid ſo many Taxes upon the publick Truſts 
in his Kingdom, that he is Served for little or nothing 


I 


Fohnſ.. And yet no Prince is better ſerv'd, which is 


& Reaſon enough to borrow his Plan upon a neceſſary 
JF occaſion z and I dare be bold to ſay, that let any Na- 


tion make uſe of the ſame methods to ſupport their 


publick Weal, which he makes uſe of to ſupport his 
Tyranny, and that Nation will not repeat their imita- 


tion 


| ( 34) | 
tion of this Monarch; but yet I can truly ſay to yo 
upon this occaſion, that I took my Plan not fronf 
Monſieur Lovis, but from the Flouriſhing time of thi 
Roman Commonwealth. when the - publick Salaric 
were ſmall and the Service great. The Rowans hat 
then no Paſſion for heaping up great Eſtates, buf 
had 2 true reliſh of Honour, and to gain that, the 
ſometimes ſpent immenſe Wealth which they had car 
ried away from their Enemies againſt whom they hai 
made War; however, *tis no matter from whence | 
took my Plan, if it will but put a ſtop to the decay ing 
Virtue and increaſing Luxury of Van Dunk's Iſland 
tis all that you required from me; and if you havf 
any regard for Dorgambo, or the Iſland,” you may rg 
commend the expedient to them; but if they ar 
grown ſuch a ſtupid and worthleſs People, that the 
are not worth Saving, you may fave your ſelf th 
trouble. . . 

Smith. Truly Mr. Johnſon J have ſome ſort of coiſſ 
cern for the Iſland, becauſe my Brother, who ſerv! 
his Apptentiſhip to a Dutch Merchant in Ceyton, is no 
admitted to Live and Trade in Van Dunk's Iſland 
and I having lately been with him in Holland, he to 
me all this Story which I have particularly related 
you, pittying the Condition of the Ifland, which 
calld his Country, becauſe he left his Family there 
and ſaid moreover, that Queen Dorgambo had accep 
ed a ſmall preſent of Red Herrings from him, an 
ſpake kindly to him; ſo that for her ſake, and ti} 
ſake of the Iſland, he ſhould be glad to give any aſſilſ 
ance to it, and when he comes to London, ( as l ei 
8 ſhortly) I will communicate your expedie 
to him 2 EU, en 

Johnſ. With all my Heart, Mr. Smith, I love tod 
Good for ſake's ſake, and would oblige the Man | 
the Moon if I were able; but you were faying thi 
the Factions quarrelled about Religion, pray the 
what Religion are they of? Sn 
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Smith, They have very little, or rather none at all, 


to 50 


t fron 
of tha their Practice; but both Parties Worſhip one and 
Jalari he ſame God, Somonocodan the God of Sam, of 


INS had 
es, bu 
t, the 
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Iſland 
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ingdom, hath lately given an account, that he was 
Born of a Virgin impregnated by the Beams of the 
dun 

Johnſ. A pretty ſort of a God for Mulmuts and 
Fumfums to quarrel about; but when they have but 
one God in all, methinks there ſhould not be ſo much 
quarrelling: about him. The Old Romans had be- 
ween Four and Five Thouſand. Gods, and yet had no 
Quarrel about em all: They Tollerated all of 'em, 


1ay re | 

y arnd all their Worſhipers equally, But how can 
t thetheſe Iſlanders quarrel about their God, when there 
If than be no hopes of drawing him into a Party againſt 


himſelf ? 
Smith, Their Quarrels are about meer Trifles, not 


f C0of 
worth mentioning. All of the Inhabitants during 


ſerv{ 


is noMthe time of their Religious Worſhip, are accuſtomed 
land to wear ſinall bugle Beads about their Necks and 
e tolMShoulders; but the Mulmuts wear Yellow Beads, and 


the Fumfuns Blue ones : And this makes the Quarrel 
between 'em. A meer Trifle 

Johnſ. Were they not Religious Bugles 1 ſhould 
think ſo too; but Religion, or what commonly paſſeth 


ed t 
ich 1 
here 


<ce 

£ — for ſuch, has uſually no farther Rule over Men's 
d ti Actions, but as it ſerves. 

aſſil Firſt, To kindle an Indignation againſt thoſe of a 


ei different Opinion or Practice, tho' in Matters of ſmall 


dien moment. 
Secondly, To fill Men's Heads with Terrours, when 


to d they are apprebenſive of any Danger. And, 


an ill Thirdy, Above all, to put into em, an cnaccount- 
tha able fervour for the practice of ſome outward AGs 
the of Devotion, which, however performed or ne- 


RT, have no influence at all upon their Morals. 


mit! 
E 2 Smith. 
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yhom Father Tachard, a French Miſhonary to that 
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Smith. Surely what you ſay as to this Point, you 
mean to reſtrain only to falſe Religion. 

John ſ. You may be ſure Mr. Smith, I cannot mean 
this of True Religion, which carries quite another 
ſpirit in it | 

$2::th But what is the True Religion? 

John ſ. Mine is. 

Sm. th. And is not mine? 

Jonnſ. Ves, Mr. Smith, tis very likely. | 

Smith. But what if your Religion and mine ſhould 
| differ, how then? | 

Jobnf. Why then both may be right; F : 
may like Blue Beads as well as Yeilow, and Yellow as 
well as Blue, and *tis-ſtrange that the Inhabitants of 
as Dunk's ifl ad have not obtained this notion in 
Religion, ſince it prevails ſo much in China, which is 
not very far fiom them, A Chineſe will commonly R 
lay to ag European, that his Doctrine may be True, 
tho? it be ever fo different from his own Sentiment ; 
- Javiag, that it may be ſo in Europe, tho it be not ſo 
in Gn. 

Smii h. Truly am apt to think that a great deal of 
Quarrel may be avoided, if Men had not this unac- 
ccentable Pride in them, to make themſelves the Stand- 
ards of other Mens Religion ; and therefore when you 
ſee your Erother, tel him, that at his return, he ſhould 
adviſe Dora ambo, to Tollerate both forts of Buyles in 

the Iſland, and to wear both ſorts of them in her 
Royal Necklace; to own the Truth of both Religions, 
and thereby allay the Spirit of both Factions: But 
this is uot be done before ſhe has ſettled the Affairs of 
ber Ad winiſt ration in good Bands, and when that i; 
doe, me may eaſily overcome all difficulties. 
Jeb. if But all this while | forgot to ask you, How 
the Pe pic of thi: land, being ſo Diſſolute and Facti- 
cus, have Capt their Liberty thus long. 


Smith, 


—ͤ ——„—-— 
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Smith. By meer Witchcraft as I ſuppoſe ; for the 


People are, by log cuſt3m, inclined to Slavery ſo 
far, as Three Quarters, and a Half Quarter extends: 


And if Dorgambo her ſelt would vor futfer them to 
be her Slaves to ſuch a degree, they would riſe vj in 
Rebellion againſt ker. But as for the laſt . Quar- 
ter, which ſhould perfect their Slavery, they il not 
go that length either led or driven; they will loſe 


their Lives rather than change a Blue Bead for a 


Yellow one. A former Queen made uſe of a Sove- 
reign Power to make ſuch an Alteration, and Periſh'd 
in the Attempt ; and therefore the preſent Queen is 
ſo Wiſe as to let them all ride their one Hobby-Hor- 
ſes after their accuſtomed Manners, and I think that 
this is the Wiſeſt way any Sovereign can take with 
ſuch a People. Was not this the way Mr. Johnſ6r: 
which the Romans took, when (as you ſaid) they had 
Four or Five Thouſand Gods amongſt them, and yet 
no Quarrel about Religion ? 

Johnſ. They tollerated all Religions, as not think- 
ing it worth their while to quarrel about Matters of 
which they knew but little; and if we Europeans of 
this Age, did but conſider how great a part of our 


Religion is Myſterious, we ſhould find but little rea- 


ſon to be ſo Dogmatical and Quarrelſom about it, 
as we are. There is indeed in the Chriſtian Religion 


but one Doctrine, which the Old Reman would not 


have Tollerated, I mean the Doctrine of Eternal 
Damnation to thoſe who do not believe in Chriſt; 
for this Opinion, would have engaged all Good 
Chriſtians, to bring all their Acquaintance over to 
their Religion, which Zeal, would have been diſ- 


allowed as being apt to breed Innovations in the 
State ; ſo that by working upon Mens minds through 


Fear, the State- Religion might have been endan- 
gered, as it afterwards happened to bez of which 
Pliny gives this Account to the Emperor Trajan, viz, 
OY ns : Ss That 
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That when the Country People brought their Cattle to the 
Market, no body would buy them to offer in Sacrifice to 
the Gods ; ; becauſe Chriſttamty had ſo much prevailed in 
that part ' of the Empire where his Province lay. But, 
notwithſtanding, that this Chriſtian Dogmat, which 
Inow mentioned, might have ſtartled the Roman:, 
yet ſuch were the admirable Moral; which were 
Taught by Jeſ#s Chrit, that had the Rowans well 
under ſtood them, they would never have Taiſed 
any Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians. 

- Smith. In my Mind, *tis a ſhame to Chriſtians, 
that in Spite of the belt Morals that were ever given 
forth, they ſhould be as violent Perſe-utors of thoſe 
who differ from them, as ever the Pagans were of | 
_— 

Fohrſ. All Religious quarrels ariſe from pride 
and Ignorance blended together, and then cad by 
the Name of Zeal; and [ ſuppoſe 'tis this ſort of 
Zeal, which has ſer the Mulmut and Fu: num Oe 
gether by the Ears, about the Y-illow aud lue 
Bugles; nor have the Europeau Chriſtia n, ncther 
with Beades or without Beades, whether Cere nontes 
or Anti ceremonies. any right to lug mat theſe poor 
Indians, which Conſideration m:k-s me tometimes 
ſay, ( though lam blamed for it) That / had rather 
be a Good Philoſopher, than a Bad Chriſtian, 

Smith. | am ſorry that our Roads muſt part us at 
this point; if you will be pleaſed to ride my way, 
and take a Dinner with me you ſhall be welcome, 
and I give you thanks for the good Soctety you 
have afforded me already; but yet | will Ride a litile 
farther, becauſe I will tell you an Objection aꝑainſt 
your Notion of Moderate Salaries, which I take from 
the Proceedings of the French King, who is at 
preſent eſteem'd to be the greatelt Politician in 
| Exrope : Tis ſaid, That he allows'to his chief Officers 


the greateit Salaries of any Sovereign, to Preſerve 
- them 
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them from Corruption; for no other Prince is able 
to tempt them by Bribes from the Service of ſo 
Bountiful a Maiter ; and therefore he is ſerv'd fo 
Faithfully himſelf, though he can by his Skill in 
Bribing, withdraw the Allegiance of other great 
Truſtees from their Sovereign Princes, by whom 
very ſufficient Salaries are allow'd them. 

Foknf. But, Sir, | deſire that you would be pleas'd 
to conſider, that there is a great diſparity between 
the French King's Goverment and that of Dorgambo, 
the one is as much differing from the other as Light 
from Darkneſs3 for the chief end the French King 
aims at, is to ſubdue, not only his own Native 
subjects, but all Europe to his abſolute Will and 
Pleaſure, and to ere an Univerſal Tyranny (were 
it poſſible ) over the World; which 1 take to be the 
Baſeſt and Meaneſt Deſign as was ever carried on by 
the greateſt Villaia upon Earth, Wherefore great 
Salaries are necellary to purchaſe great Villains to 
carry on his Deſign, Now Dorgambo having no 
Deſign in her Governmeat, but to promote the Peace 
and Tranquility of Her Subjects, and the general 
Good and Publick Weal of Her whole Ifland, *tis 
hard to ſuppoſe her People to be ſo prodigiouſly 
corrupted, as that no Honeſt Men ſhould be found, 
who ſhall be willing to aſſiſt the Publick Weal of the 
Iland, in ſpite of all Bribery and Corruption. 
Mankind has a natural inclination to Praiſe, and an 
aver ſion to the contrary, and conſequently a greater 
Inclination to Good than Evil; and 1 do not think 
that France it ſelf is ſo void of all Virtue, but that 
if the King were capable of forming any Honeſt 
Deſign for rhe good of his Country, he might find 
out ſuch Men as would be willing to carry it on 
without ſuch great Salaries, or indeed any at all. 
And does not the French King by his great Salaries, 
give ſufficient notice to all Nations with whom he 


is 
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is concerned, . That while they are treating with the 
French Court, they are dealing with ſuch Men who 
are bribed gut of all Senſe of Honour. and Honeſty ? 
and that the. Characters and Truſts given them by 
their great Maſter, are only marks of the higheſt | 
Corruption? So that he that is treating with his 
Biſhops or Abbots, is correſponding with Spiritual 
Wickedneſſes in high Places, But ſuppoſe that a 
Foreign Enemy ſhould:eater his Country, and confirm 
by Proclamation all his Penſioners in their Places, 
upon Condition that they will deſert their Old 
Maſter, and take new Service under the Conqueror ; 
the Grand Monarch will find himſelf in a very 
tottering Condition, while Dorgambo's. Throne, 
ſupported by the Honour and Love of Her Subjects, 
will be as ſteady as the Center of the Earth. 


